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The SAG RAG is published by the Shasta Area Grotto of the National Speleological Society, Grotto meetings are held at different locations the 
fourth Friday of each month at 7:30 p.m. Meeting locations are announced in the SAG RAG, Membership dues are $6 dollars per year and include 
newsletter subscription. Original material not otherwise noted is copyright to the SAG RAG. Such material may be copied with credit given to the 
author and the SAG RAG. For use outside of the caving community, please seek the permission of the author or editor first. Send material for 
publication any time to Bighorn Broeckel, 2916 Deer Meadows Road, Yreka, CA 96097. Material intended for the next newsletter is due by the 10th  
of  the even month. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
EDITORIAL: Shasta Area Grotto is very happy to present a newly discovered lava tube in 
Northern California called Beartooth Cave. About 900 feet of passage is accessed by only one 
small vertical entrance. Arley Kisling discovered the cave. His daughter, Manya Kisling, brings us 
the feature article. Manya is also an accomplished caver, and thirteen years of age. Cartography 
of Beartooth Cave is by Liz Wolff. 

Ray Miller’s “All About Bats” series gets bumped this issue but watch for more good bat 
articles in future RAGs. Liz Wolff may have a chance to attend a bat seminar or field study with 
Mark Perkins, the bat specialist of the Pacific Northwest. 

Four SAG members converged on Marble Valley August 5-7. Mark Fritzke and I persisted on a 
miserable little cave near Creature Feature. We partially drained a pool, found a new opening to 
the cave, and nearly connected to Creature Feature. We also enlarged two new entrances to 
Creature Feature, which incidentally does have quite a few strange creatures in it. 

Meanwhile, Jim Wolff, Bill Kenney, and Bill’s friend Phil Dyk were working on a cave near 
Second Thought. Claude Smith and his son came through camp. They are busy this summer on 
something secret. They did not say very much about it, but I couldn’t help but notice that they had 
vertical gear along. That is about all the Marble gossip I have for this time. There is always a lot 
more going on up there than I can keep up with. 

 
COVER: once again Judy Broeckel lends an artistic hand and helps with the cover illustration. 
Rumor has it that some of the bears have been pretty upset about recent discoveries at Beartooth 
Cave, and are hoping that something can be done. 
 
 

CALENDAR 
 

Sept. 2-? Labor Day weekend Marble Mountain Speleocamp. 
Sept. 9 Friday AM at Hat Creek. USFS invited. Contact B. Broeckel 

842-3917 
Sept. 9 SAG meeting at Wolff’s at 7:30 PM (see map). 
Sept. 10 Lake Shasta Caving with Shascade Caving Society. This will be 

good!’ Come to the meeting Sept. 9. 
Sept. 17-18 Western Regional at Sequoia National Park (see p. 3). 
Oct. 7-9 Columbus Day Speleocamp. You better contact KMCTF. 
Oct. 14 SAG meeting in Marble Valley at 7:30 PM. Map shows directions 

to the trailhead at Lover’s Camp. 
Nov. 4-11 7th International Symposium on Vulcanospeleology Canary 

Islands. Contact William R. Halliday. 
Nov. 11-13 Pathfinder teen caving weekend at Lava Beds N.M. 
July 17-21, 1995 NSS Convention in Blacksburg, Virginia. 
Aug. 3-9, 1996 NSS Convention in Salida, Colorado. 
Aug 6-20, 1997 12th International Congress of Speleology, Switzerland. Contact: 

Urs Widmer. 
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MAPS TO UPCOMING SHASTA AREA GROTTO MEETINGS 
 

 
   
                      October 14, 1994                                       September 9, 1994 
                      Meet at grain shed at 7:30 PM                                    Meet at Wolff’s house 7:30 PM 
                      Allow several hours hiking in.                                    No hiking required. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
1994 WESTERN REGIONAL – SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK 

Date: September 17-18, 1994      Host: Diablo Grotto
 

Tentative schedule: Buckeye Flat 

Friday:  

Arrive, Check-in, packets, meal tickets, drop off 
photo salon and auction items. Dusk: open slides!’ 

Saturday:  

Breakfast, speleolympics to include vertical, 
squeezebox, and survey. Meeting of Western 
Region Cave Rescue Commission at Rec Hall. 

Lunch at Buckeye Flat. Cave conservation 
symposium at Rec Hall with Keynote (Janet 
Sowers), CRPA (Joel Despain), Projects (Chuck 
Sayon), Plants (Christopher Richard), Clean-up 
(Jim Hildebrand), Bats (Christine Scott), Secrecy 
(Marianne Russo) Britain (Damien Ivereigh), 
Access (Mark Fritzke). Business Meeting.  

Dinner, cave sign up at Rec Hall, Photo Salon, 
Auction. Sunday: Breakfast, bag lunch, caving etc. 

Sunday: Breakfast, bag lunch, caving, etc. 
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Shasta Area Grotto Meeting Minutes 
 

July Meeting: Chairman Jim Wolff opened the meeting at 7:54 PM on July 8, 1994 
in Ben Sutton’s front yard. Present were Bill Broeckel, Bill Fitzpatrick, Melanie 
Jackson, Jim Kottinger, Neils Smith, Ben Sutton (host), Denise Willey (SAG 
applicant), Jim & Liz Wolff, and Richard Stewart (visiting). Accounting: $71 in bills 
submitted for the SAG RAG and cave register materials. It was moved and passed 
to pay the bills. Correspondence: KNF biologist Mike Ford sent a letter of 
appreciation to Ray Miller regarding the April 1994 tour of PLUTO CAVE with bat 
authority Dr. Dixie Pierson. KNF is pursuing acquisition of the cave by value-for-
value land exchange. SAG members have expressed cautions, while at the same 
time willing to cooperate on this project. Jim K. brought the Pluto Cave letter. 

Jim W. brought information sent from Sequoia-Kings Canyon National Park 
about HURRICANE CRAWL CAVE. This very sensitive cave is limited to low 
impact scientific trips only, with some areas completely closed. Study trips are 
planned beginning with photo documentation. Interested cavers willing to help may 
contact the trip leaders to join trips. 

Glow-in-the-dark T-shirts available from Steve Atteberry 1326 School Road, 
Lake Ozark, Missouri 65049. 

Trip Reports: Denise reports on multiple trips with Ray Miller highlighted by 
three nursery colonies and the return of the Silver-haired bat Lasionycteris 
noctivagans to the upper Sacramento River. 

Melanie saw inner rim cave openings from the Crater Lake boat tour, noting that 
the inner rim is off limits except the boat dock trail. Bill B. found small talus caves 
near Statue Lake, and Neils Smith and the Wolffs reported on the Texas 
convention. Lastly, a new pit was opened in ECHOPLEX CAVE. 

Future Trips: Bill F. invited SAG to join SOG on a Kangaroo Karst trip. 
Saturday’s outing planned to explore/survey BIG CAVE which is near POPCORN 
CAVE. Program: Two videos – NATURAL BRIDGE CAVE in Texas from Neils, Jim, 
& Liz, and OTTER HOLE in Great Britain from Bill F. 

 
August Meeting: Chairman Jim Wolff opened the meeting at 7:53 PM on August 
12, 1994 in the home of Jim Kottinger. Present were Don Gipson (visiting), Cheryl 
and Zane Kenney, Jim Kottinger (host), Neils Smith, Denise Willey, and Jim Wolff. 
Treasurer’s report: $504.88. 

Correspondence: Jim W. brought a copy of a letter from Bob Hammond STNF 
McCloud District Ranger, to Dr. Dixie Pierson regarding proceeding with an 
environmental assessment at PLUTO CAVE. Other Business: New SAG member 
Denise Willey, Liz, and Ray visited Pluto Cave’s back room, thought to contain 
guano. It turned out to be a huge rat nest. JOT DEAN CAVE register is overflowing. 
Jim W. will replace it with a big one right away. The SAG library swelled 30-50% 
with the return of materials loaned years ago to Willamette Valley Grotto. See Jim 
W. for good cave reading. Jim W. also has notes from recent Western Region Cave 
Rescue meetings. Marble Mountain Speleocamp discussed. 

Jim W. told about a rescue at Shasta Caverns. A guide entered the cave alone. 
After 2-3 hours, a search was initiated. 5 ½ hours after the guide entered the cave, 
he was found outside and downslope from the natural entrance, dehydrated and 
disoriented. 

Meetings: 9/9 at Wolffs and 10/14 in Marbles. Grotto trips: McCloud Reservoir 
karst walk on 8/13, and Shasta Lake caving with the Shascade Caving Society after 
the September meeting. Program: Neils showed slides from the trip to ‘94 NSS 
convention in Texas. 
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   By Manya Kisling
 

You know how the old saying goes 
“curiosity killed the cat”? Well, 6 cavers 
and 1 little caver and I learned a new 
saying “curiosity and hunger trapped 
the bear”. 

Hi, my name is Manya Kisling. My 
father Arley Kisling, Jim Wolff, Ben 
Sutton, and I were looking for caves on 
the far side of Porcupine Butte lava 
flow. We had found and mapped a 
couple of caves and were about to give 
up but then we started looking for 
anything. As we walked upflow, my 
Dad practically fell into a 2x1 foot wide 
hole!’ 

Nervously he yelled for us to look 
at what he had found. We all crowded 
around the hole. We could feel cold air 
coming out of it. 

As we all looked down we knew we 
could not just climb in. So my Dad 
stuck his head into the hole. 

He could see that it went upflow 
and downflow, and that it was a ten 
foot drop. But we knew it had to have 
another entrance. So we walked upflow 

 
 
 

 
Jim Wolff and Manya Kisling below the entrance 

to Beartooth Cave. 
and downflow, but found nothing. 

After about an hour we walked back to the hole. We stood and thought about 
what we could do, then Ben remembered that he had some rappel gear in the car. 
So Ben and Jim went back to the car. A few minutes later they came back. Ben and 
Arley went down through the 2x1 foot hole. 

We did not hear from them for an hour. When they came up they told us about 
two passages, one going upflow and one going downflow. They told us about a 
bear skull and all the rest of his bones, but the smallest bones were carried away 
by the mice. We know that there are mice because of all the little skeletons from 
mice and rats. 

Before we left from the first trip, we marked a bush with yellow tape so we could 
find it again. It worked well. 

A couple weeks later we went back to Beartooth Cave. Arley did not come. We 
came back to survey and map the cave. 

We got in the cave with a cable ladder and a rope. The entrance was beautiful. 
When I dropped into the hole, I stepped down onto moss covered breakdown. I was 
in a circular room. The hole in the ceiling gave a beautiful picture of the light 
pouring onto the green moss covered breakdown. 
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We found that the cave was an ice cave, and that there were many more things 
in the cave than a bear skeleton. There were red roots hanging down with white 
bugs living in them, and yellow slime on the ceiling. It was dropping off the ceiling 
and onto the ground and drying. 

The cave was mostly walking passage. The cave gets its name from the 
skeleton of the bear. There was only one large tooth on the bear skull. 

I really enjoyed Beartooth Cave. It was really a good adventure. 
 

– Manya Kisling 
 

 
 

 
 

Manya Kisling entering Beartooth Cave. 
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Map: Bear Tooth Cave, In ‘n’ Out Cave 
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I spent my week of vacation in August working with the NCRI (Northwest 
Caving Research Institute) on the Mount Adams Cave Inventory Project. This was a 
two week project that took place July 30 to August 14, 1994, just outside of Trout 
Lake, Washington. This was the first year of this project. It was basically organized 
and run by Ben Tompkins. This type of project normally utilizes 35-50 people from 
all over the United States, and sometimes other countries. I don’t know if it was the 
time of year, the place, or the cost (I thought it was very reasonable), or some other 
reason, but there were only 8-10 people at any time on the project. 

We contracted with the Mount Adams Ranger District focusing our work within 
their boundaries even though “Trout Lake Caving Area” extends beyond into 
another Ranger District. 

The goals for the project included: 
 
1) Locate, mark, and inventory 60-70 known caves that have been described in  
    reports or publications. 
2) Evaluate existing cave maps and re-map caves as necessary. 
3) Search for new caves and sketch or survey as necessary. 
 
Our base camp was at a Sno-Park (Atkkison Group Camp). It had an outhouse 

and a three sided log shelter with tables and a wood stove surrounded by a paved 
parking lot and forest. There was no piped water. Water was hauled daily from a 
nearby campground. There was a tarp shower stall set up to accommodate our 
Solar Sun-Showers. There were planned menus, but no full time cook. Bob Brown 
(Forester) did a lot cooking. There was also do it yourself style and occasional meal 
by committee.  

The setting was peaceful. The people all worked together well as a team, were 
helpful, had great senses of humor, and were just plain fun to be with. They came 
from Massachusetts, New Jersey, California, Washington, and Canada. They had 
many varied professional backgrounds, lots of different caving experience, and 
unique talents. We never lacked for entertainment. 

Since we had a very small number of people we used two teams consisting of 
3-4 members every day. Ben Tompkins spent many hours each day and night in 
camp processing a lot of data on a lap top computer and coordinating each day’s 
work with the team leaders. 

Some days we located lots of caves, got our GPS readings, placed our 
monuments, and inventoried the caves. Sometimes the directions were very good 
and the caves located easily and quickly. At other times a lot of effort was spent 
tramping around finding or not finding a cave or maybe just being lost for awhile. 
Most of the caves we looked for we eventually found, but some we are still 
wondering about. There were also discoveries (i.e. more caves within a large 
system). 

The weather was quite warm and benign all days but one, and there was no 
rain. 

Two of us, Craig Hovey and I, spent one day and most of one night working with 
the Forest Service Biologists on their station rounds doing follow-up visits and calls 
to find “spotted owls”. The daytime follow-ups yielded no sightings or responses. 
We got a lot of information, conversation, exercise, and plenty of compass practice. 
Our line mice got a second day on death row. 
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In the evening we were getting no responses, but had a spectacular view of the 
Perseid Meteor Shower on August 11. 

At last Gary, one of the Biologist-Hooters got a response. We got in our vehicles 
and converged on his location. The owl was called in, but even with flashlights 
when we were below the tree it was perched in, we could not actually see the owl. 
Craig and I decided to call it a long day and night and arrived back at camp at 1:30 
AM on Friday the 12th of August. 

Hopefully next year there will be a lot more people to accomplish a lot more 
work. We did no survey work, only a few “from memory” sketches. We did locate 58 
caves and got GPS readings on most of them. There’s plenty more to do next year. 

I will miss all the yummy huckleberries that grew everywhere we went. We 
picked and ate them all day long as we tramped about. No more purple hands for 
awhile. I won’t miss our camp mascots which were hordes of yellow-jackets. They 
didn’t sting anyone, just dive-bombed your food while you tried to eat. 

Well gone are the bees, the berries, all the candy bars (3-4 per day) and peanut 
butter sandwiches until the next project. I really enjoyed our group trip bopping 
Deadhorse Cave for fun and seeing Langfield Falls. There were lots of interesting 
anecdotes I could go into about Techno Nine, J&R, Tooth Cave, etc., but just ask 
me when you see me or better yet, come to the project next year and see and 
experience for yourself. 

To Ben Tompkins, Oliver Studley, Steve Sprague, Craig Hovey, Bob Brown, 
Richard Walter, April Elsasser, Roland Johnson, Tom and Blythe, the people whom 
I worked with on this project, a special thanks!’ 

 
– Melanie Jackson 
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Submitted by Jim & Liz Wolff 

 
It was (would be) a sunny morning mid 

June and 3 SAG cavers (some disgustingly 
cheerful for 4 am) crept out of bed & hit the 
road for Texas. We stopped at Caverns of 
Sonora, an extremely well decorated 
commercial cave near the town of Sonora 
Texas, where we met some Southern 
California Grotto cavers. Five days after 
leaving Standish (2 of them spent in Phoenix) 
Jim & Liz Wolff and Neils Smith arrived in Fort 
Clark Springs, Texas, the site of the 1994 NSS 
convention during a thunderstorm. 

The registration process was expedited by 
having preregistered. A campsite was then 
selected and the unloading and setting up of

camp begun with the huge shade tarp. It was shortly discovered that the tent poles 
had been left behind, so the tent was jury-rigged to the shade tarp poles until we 
could get in to the hardware store. 

Morning dawned after a hot and humid night, a pattern that would continue for 
the rest of our 3 week vacation. We had included bicycles in the packing and they 
became our mode of transportation to sessions, the swimming pool, and even on a 
cave trip. In the morning we attended US Exploration sessions and in the afternoon 
we swam in the spring-fed pool on the convention grounds. That evening was the 
Howdy Party, a convention tradition. It was held on the movie set for “The Alamo”, 
and was the place that Jim Wolff met Jim Wolff. The other Jim Wolff is a Texan. 

Dinner was the first portion of the party, followed by a shootout and costume 
contest. Next was a re-enactment of the last few days of the battle of the Alamo by 
about 50 players in authentic costume with black powder rifles, cannon and 
fireworks. They had done a lot of research into the people on both sides, and read 
letters and other documents that had been written from the Alamo during that time. 
This was followed by fireworks, a thunderstorm, a live band and dancing. After 
returning from the “Alamo” we were joined in camp by Rob Stitt, a Pacific Northwest 
caver that Jim & Liz have known for many years, to make a little music on recorder 
and guitar. Other people wandered in, some with instruments, attracted by the 
music and played cave songs ‘til the wee hours. 

One day contained the International Exploration sessions, which included 
Iceland lava tubes, Hungarian and other European caves, and Australian granite 
caves. Later we toured the photo, newsletter cover, map and symbolic device 
salons and watched a computer mapping demonstration. It was quite interesting 
what could be done with the program after human figures (in scale) had been 
introduced and the cave rotated for any view we wanted to see, including one right 
down the survey line through the cave passage itself. Walls the actual shape of the 
cave could be drawn in, floor textures and formations could be accurately 
portrayed: That evening was a party by the pool with free drinks if one had his/her 
official convention mug. The water was especially cooling in the evening and we 
swam to cool off the day as fireflies flitted. 
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Thursday we were signed up to go to Kickapoo Caverns, so loaded up the 
bicycles festooned with caving gear to drive 22 miles, and ride 1.2 miles (that most 
cavers hiked) up to the cave. We spent 2 ½ hours in the cave touring and taking 
pictures of the fantastic formations – some huge and others contorted helictites. We 
returned to camp to swim, shower, do laundry, and later to salvage the remains of 
our camp. A tornado alert was announced and the winds picked up our shade fly, 
tearing the ropes out, bending poles, and spreading everybody’s camping gear 
around the camp grounds. Jim & Neils managed to retrieve everything and get it 
packed while I finished up the laundry and watched the winds strip trees of their 
leaves. We missed the photo salon while this was going on; some people came out 
of the salon to find their camps blown over.  

Friday morning the session we attended was the multi-projector and video salon 
show. Most multi-projector shows had 3 or 4, but one had 9 projectors. In the 
afternoon we visited the vendors again and went swimming until time to dress for 
the banquet. Dinner consisted of “chicken fried steak” (deep-fried breaded 
hamburger), green beans, mashed potatoes and gravy, rolls, carrot cake, iced tea 
and wine from local wineries. The usual beach ball was missing, but was 
represented by a piece of poster board with a beach ball drawn on passed 
overhead hand to hand. It didn’t quite have the fun value of the beach ball, but was 
the best that could be done. 

We left the convention after the banquet to drive to San Antonio. In the morning 
we toured an airplane exhibit at Lackland AFB, where Neils pointed out the first 
(perfectly good) airplane he ever jumped out of, and Jim pointed out the one he 
came home from sea in. Then we visited the Alamo, touring the old fort, museum 
and other monuments on the grounds. This covered the entire Mexican Revolution, 
and the historic uses and restorations. 

From there we went to Natural Bridge Caverns, a well decorated commercial 
cave, again meeting up with several California cavers. Then to the Johnson Space 
Center and mission control for all space shots. We were treated to NASA’s 25th 
anniversary laser light show and tours of the actual training devices for the early 
astronauts. And a stop on the Gulf Coast completed the eastward leg of our trip. 

Headed for Amarillo Texas the sun one evening was a spectacular fiery orb 
sinking slowly under the horizon, with fantastical lightning streaked cloud shapes 
looming to the south. At Albuquerque N.M. we rode the tram 2.7 miles in 15 
minutes to the top of Sandia Peak, and spent time on the cool breezy summit hiking 
around. The view was obscured by heavy haze and smoke from the many fires in 
southern California. 

Our next stop was a very brief one at Four Corners for pictures standing in 4 
states at once. Later we stopped at the North Rim of the Grand Canyon, during the 
usual afternoon thunder storm, hiking and taking pictures. It was the only cool 
green place we visited on the whole trip. Every place else was in the 100+ degree 
range and 80-90% humidity. We arrived back at Neils’ place about 10 pm on a 
Friday evening nearly 3 weeks after leaving.  
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MONKEYFACE CAVE  by B. Broeckel 
 

The French Creek Karst includes an area with a cluster of cave entrances piercing the sides of 
limestone ribs. These caves are the remnants of a network of fossil phreatic tubes exposed and highly 
segmented by subsequent surface erosion. The best segment found so far is Monkeyface Cave. 

Looking out from the upper entrance, we see fragments of broken flowstone strewn across the gully. 
These “cave bones” reveal the pathways of cave passages washed away long ago. Just inside, we cross 
over some packrat midden and a mushroom patch growing in the deep twilight zone. Next we just slide by a 
column, and then step down into the “Big Room”. This is the most decorated part of the cave. The old 
formations are now quite dry, white, and often encrusted with coralloid. A short lower level passage re-
enters the cave at the next shallow pit. It is easier to simply climb over the top. Here we are happy to see 
some nice draperies. 

The cave passage continues as an off-set crevasse, narrow in places, and impinged with more 
flowstone. All too soon we reach the middle entrance. Monkey flowers bloom here in May. This entrance is 
more tubular and scenic. From here it is easy to scoot down the dusty, smooth surfaces to reach the lowest 
entrance, which is also a fine and scenic viewpoint over the canyon of French Creek. 

Monkeyface Cave is found on Klamath National Forest land. Mark Fritzke discovered it about five years 
ago. We surveyed it last May to a length of 143 feet, not counting the lower level, and a depth of 30 feet. We 
named it for the patches of yellow monkeyflowers growing just within the middle entrance. The genus name 
is Mimulus which is Latin for “mime” or “theater face”, hence, Monkeyface Cave. 

This survey was part of the 1994 Memorial Day KMCTF Speleocamp rendezvous at French Creek. The 
cave represented a pleasant diversion from multiple thousands of feet of surface survey over sun baked 
limestone cliffs and through thickets of poison oak. In fact, Charley Hotz and Jim Hildebrand were still busy 
with this commendable but sometimes odious task. These Diablo Grotto cavers missed out on Monkeyface 
Cave, but deserve credit for lots of work on the project. 

Linda Villatore was camped on top of the portal ridge, as the official trip guardian “bobcat”, and also in 
charge of quiet contemplation. Juan De La Fuentes was present as well, but hiked out on Friday night. 
French Creek is part of a pilot program in public land administration and is under consideration as a 
Research Natural Area. We enjoyed clear weather, but sometimes it rains here. Just ask Mark about it. 

 
 
 

 
Map: Monkeyface Cave 
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NEWSLETTER REVIEW JULY-AUGUST 1994  
By Dick LaForge 

 
Your enthusiastic newsletter review editor has tons of stuff to swipe from other 

newsletters. It’s only right that these fine writings should be more widely spread 
about the caving community. And there is no other reward for writing them than the 
notoriety one gains by having them stolen by another editor. 

First, said editor must report on a trip to Lechuguilla during the July 4 week, led 
by Joel Despain and Carol Vesely. Previous trips had experienced breakouts in the 
Western Borehole and we anticipated really cleaning up. In general, cleaning up 
was more like mopping up, as all the leads closed off after short distances. Some 
interesting mazes were mapped around and above the Ruby Chamber in the Far 
East, but these did not lead into new territory. Mileage for the week was about a 
mile, about average for a non-breakout expedition. 

My first three-day trip was to the Wild West, which is a new area off the Western 
Borehole. From Deep Seas camp it is an hour of hiking down the borehole, which is 
never less than 30 ft in diameter, and usually a lot more. Then a long slanting climb 
many hundreds of feet up into the new area. Eventually we made it to a network of 
phreatic passages mapped during the previous expedition. These all funneled down 
into a low area, in which we found a small oval hole with aragonite bushes growing 
around it. Practicing caving ballet we oozed through and found ourselves in a 
moderate sized room well decorated in aragonite, meaning bushes several feet 
high on the floor and sprays on the wall to 6+ inches. We surveyed a large loop, 
finding the area to be a large room with major central pillars. One side fissure led to 
a very narrow canyon so full of aragonite that we declined to push it further. Total 
mapped was about 3-400 feet, if I remember correctly. Even this smallish amount, 
done in good-sized passage, takes many hours when done to tech standards. In 
essence, an accurate sketch is made on the spot, with profiles both across the 
passage and on the line between stations. 

One outstanding feature found in this new area is a “planar cluster” about a foot 
across. These are corraloid clusters hanging from low points in the ceiling, and the 
coral on the bottom all reaches exactly the same level. In other words they are flat-
bottomed. In other words, the growth of the coral somehow coordinates itself so 
that no one point grows lower than any other. These remarkable features, almost 
non-existent elsewhere, are quite common in Lechuguilla. The flat lower surface is 
usually made of rounded coral knobs up to about 1/2 inch across, and the entire flat 
bottom can be 3 or 4 or more feet across. This one, however, is more unusual as it 
is made almost completely of rhombohedral calcite crystals up to .75 inches long!’ 

I also want to report on the headlamp using a voltage regulator as described in 
the last issue of the RAG. To review, it uses 5 D cells to power a HPR55 bulb (.5 
Amp halogen). The voltage regulator drops the input voltage to a constant 5.2V 
which is just right for the bulb. On each of my three-day trips only one battery pack 
was needed. That is, very bright and constant light for three 16 hour caving days on 
5 D cells!’ To be fair, it was not on for all 16 hours each day, as I also used a 
helmet-mounted D cell pair to power a dim (PR2) bulb for rest stops, camp, etc. So 
I got by in great style using 7 D cells for 48 hours of caving. At $1/cell that comes 
out to 14.6 cents/hour. I’m happy. 

Hazards of SouthWest Caving Dept: Doug Strait was also at the July 4 Lech 
expedition. On a 5-day trip to the Far East he got VERY ill and made it back to the  
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surface only with great difficulty and suffering and help from his friends. He said to 
me afterwards, “I once had to crawl for 5 (?) miles on alpine karst with a broken 
ankle, and this was far worse.” He writes that he had to be hospitalized in Carlsbad 
after the expedition, for pneumonia. After that he found that he also had 
HISTOPLASMOSIS, which probably led to the pneumonia. He writes, “I got the 
Histo from Emerald Sink Cave in Texas. 6 of the 12 cavers who went there during 
the NSS convention got Histo.” 

Real Life Dept.: Recently I learned that my Dad has liver cancer and will last X 
years with X being a small number. That has prompted my brother and I to visit him 
in Montana at the end of September. That, plus a living room addition project that is 
underway at my place, will keep me from caving as much as I would like this year. 

 
Let’s get on with the newsletters, of which there are plenty. There are a bunch 

of articles about the 1994 Convention. For example, there is “A Cave A Day in 
Bracketville,” by Lisa DeLucia, in The Explorer, Aug. 1994 (S Cal Grotto). She gives 
a good account of the convention activities and the caves that she visited in the 
area. Of course, some of you went to the convention also, and if you also wrote 
accounts of your experiences the Editor may leave Lisa’s out. 

There were also plenty of opportunities before and after the convention to go 
caving in Mexico, and many did. From The Valley Caver, September 1994, we have 
a pair of articles by “Donaldo” and Sandy Dunn, about GRUTAS DEL PALMITOS 
and GRUTAS DE GARCIA. There are more interesting caving stories in this issue, 
in fact The Valley Caver takes the prize for its great number of good articles. Go 
check it out at the SAG library at Wolffs’. 

 
Cave Rescue News: I have a Western Region Cave Rescue Update from Joel 

Despain. It reports on discussions and actions at three meetings: 11/3/93, 2/19/94, 
and 5/7/94. The group is called the “Western Region Cave Rescue Commission”. 
There will be another meeting at the Western Regional at Sequoia Park on 
September 17. One important development is that Bill Mayer has been appointed 
NCRC Western Region Coordinator. “Bill is an NCRC instructor, has SAR and OES 
connections, was originally trained by Tom Patterson of Joshua Tree NM, has been 
an NSS member since 1983, and is a former member of the SoCal Grotto. His 
primary interest in cave rescue is cave conservation. Cavers should do cave 
rescues because they are more concerned about protecting caves than other 
rescue people, and are better trained to do so.” (from the Update). Interested 
persons can get the Update from me, not from the SAG library. 

 
There are lots more great articles, I wish you all could spend hours reading 

them as I get to do. I will give Bill Broeckel, your editor, the following articles and he 
will print what he has room for. 

The Speleograph, May 94, has an article by Bill Halliday entitled ALLREDS 
MORE THAN DOUBLE THE LENGTH OF KAZAMURA CAVE, for those of you 
who want to keep up with the longest lava tube known on the largest mountain on 
earth. The cave has 19.55 miles of mapped length, more than twice that of the 
runner-up. Its vertical extent is 2080 ft, but its depth below the surface is never 
more than about 60 ft. 

The Underground Express. in addition to a very snappy cover drawn by Larry 
King in somewhat Stalinesque style (you gotta see it), has a very interesting article 
by Bill Holmes about THE OREGON IRON MINE and recent explorations into parts 
of it he could get into. This points out that cavers are excited not just by caves but 
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also by any hole in the ground, especially one of unknown extent and condition. 
Perhaps we should be called “Holers”. Winter 1994 issue. 

 
This philosophical (or more properly Etymological) question leads to an article 

that gives the answer. It is: CAVER BEHAVIOR – AN EXPLANATION, by Warren 
Hoimann, SFBC Newsletter, June 1994. Bill, do print this one. Though if fails to live 
up to its name, and only explains the origin of the word “Spelunker” and why we 
avoid using it, avoidance is part of the point of the article, so it sort of excuses itself. 
Also at the end we note it was written in 1980. Just goes to show the staying power 
of great research. 

 
We close with another poem on the subject of cave conservation: 
 
 
 

A CAVERN YOU PRIZE 
By Perry Noya 

 
A cavern you prize should be hid from all eyes,  

Buried completely, beneath earthwork disguise. 

No trace must show of the chambers below,  

Lest vandals soon enter and stomp every flow. 

And never reveal what you’ve carefully concealed,  

For the only cave saved is the one that stays sealed!’ 
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REPRINT          REPRINT          REPRINT          REPRINT 
 

From The Valley Caver, September 1994, pages 14-15 
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              From The Valley Caver, (continued)
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

From The Speleograph, May 1994, page 59. 
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From The Speleograph, (continued) 
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From SFBC Newsletter, June 1994, Vol. 37, No. 6 
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